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10GA: IAPB Awards honour collaboration and contributions to eye care
IAPB’s 10th General Assembly, the premier global event discussing clinical and public health issues related to blindness and vision impairment, honoured key eye care professionals and organisations for their contributions to blindness prevention.
Immediate Release: The late Prof Brien Holden, founder of the Brien Holden Vision Institute and an extraordinary champion for eye health and optometry services worldwide, was posthumously given the IAPB ‘Lifetime Achievement’ award at a glittering ceremony to mark the opening of the IAPB 10th General Assembly at the Durban International Convention Centre in South Africa.
The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) along with our local hosts the Brien Holden Vision Institute, is hosting over 1000 delegates from across the world at its 10th General Assembly in Durban. The Opening Ceremony, under the auspices of the President of Liberia, Dr Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and the Minister of Health, South Africa, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, saw IAPB President Mr Bob McMullan give away awards and honours to a handful of individuals and organisations for their contributions to eye health and blindness prevention.
The ‘Global Partnership Award’ was given to the WHO Alliance for the Global Elimination of Trachoma by the year 2020 (GET2020). In 1996, WHO established this international Alliance of parties engaged in work against trachoma, including endemic Member States, non-governmental organizations, donors and academic institutions. The Alliance supports country implementation of the SAFE strategy and the strengthening of national capacity to fight trachoma. At present, about 1.9 million people are blind or visually impaired, and 3.2 million people need surgery to avoid blindness because of trachoma: numbers that are significantly lower than a decade ago because of the work that the Alliance has been able to do.

The ‘Collaboration Award’ was given to the International Eye Foundation to honour their many contributions to the advancement of eye health through effective collaborations within the eye care sector. IEF’s mission is eliminate avoidable blindness by increasing affordability and access to quality, comprehensive and sustainable eye care services worldwide.

While a concerted global effort is required to eliminate avoidable blindness, IAPB recognizes the diversity of approaches and the need to pay attention to specific regional contexts to ensure that we reach the people most in need. With this in mind, the eye care community celebrated the dedication and achievements of a handful eye care professionals with the IAPB Regional Awards. 



The awardees were:
· Africa region: Daniel Etya’ale
· Eastern Mediterranean region: Sumrana Yasmin - Regional Director of South East Asia and Eastern Mediterranean, Brien Holden Vision Institute

· South East Asia region: R.V. Ramani - Founder & Managing Trustee, Sankara Eye Foundation India 
· Western Pacific region: David Lewis - Strategic Programmes Director, CBM Australia

Nealy 285 million people around the world are visually impaired, with 39 million estimated blind and 246 million with other vision issues—but 4 out of 5 are avoidably impaired. While solutions are known for existing eye conditions, we need to refine models of sustainability and delivery. We also need to prepare for the potential explosion in vision problems caused by diabetes and refractive errors.
10GA’s theme is “Stronger Together”. IAPB exists to foster cross-sectoral collaborations within the eye health sector—and the 10GA is a great example. 
“Brien Holden cared deeply for eye health, especially where it was most needed”, said Joanna Conlon, Director of Development and Communications, IAPB. “I also wish to congratulate all the awardees and thank them for their enoromous contributions to blindness prevention—we would not be the success we are without them.”
“The WHO Alliance for GET2020 has been working in partnership against trachoma for twenty years, and with a small amount of additional investment and a lot of hard work, is now poised to achieve its objectives. This award is a testament to the incredible collaboration that has been fostered within the Alliance, which has paved the way for saving the sight of millions of people around the world,” said Dr Anthony Solomon, the WHO Medical Officer for Trachoma.
To find out more, please visit: http://10ga.iapb.org







Notes to Editors:
About IAPB
The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) is the coordinating membership organisation leading international efforts in blindness prevention activities. IAPB’s mission is to eliminate the main causes of avoidable blindness and visual impairment by bringing together governments and non-governmental agencies to facilitate the planning, development and implementation of sustainable national eye care programmes. For more information, please visit: http://www. iapb.org

The 10th General Assembly (10GA)
IAPB’s 10th General Assembly (10GA) is the premier global event discussing public health issues related to blindness and visual impairment. Catering to every eye health professional – ophthalmologists, optometrists, other eye health professionals, development and public health experts, key opinion leaders, procurement specialists, CEOs, eye care equipment manufacturers – 10GA will be the biggest event in the eye health calendar in 2016. With the theme “Stronger Together”, IAPB aims to underscore the key value it delivers to the eye care sector – building partnerships and ensuring that the entire sector speaks in one voice.
For more information, please visit: http://10ga.iapb.org
10GA Programme Partners

Brien Holden Vision Institute
We believe sight is a fundamental right for all humans. Our mission is to create and deliver effective and innovative solutions for vision care and blindness prevention for all. Our passion for science and innovation is driven by the pursuit of knowledge and compassion for all humanity. We achieve through collaboration.
 
Orbis
Orbis brings the world together to fight blindness as no one should go blind from conditions that are treatable, curable or preventable. For over 30 years Orbis has helped developing nations build the skills, knowledge and resources they need to prevent blindness and provide eye care for all their people.  
 
CBM
CBM is an international Christian development organisation committed to improving the quality of life of people with disabilities in the poorest communities of the world. CBM addresses poverty as a cause and a consequence of disability, and works in partnership 

[bookmark: _GoBack]to create an inclusive society for all.
 
Mectizan Donation Program (MDP)
Established 25 years ago, the Mectizan Donation Program (MDP) is the longest-running, disease-specific, drug donation program and public/private partnership of its kind. To date, approximately 2.32 billion treatments have been approved for oncho and LF. MDP's success is largely due to the partnerships that have evolved in support of both disease elimination initiatives.
Global Facts
· About 285 million people are visually impaired worldwide: 39 million are blind and 246 million have low vision (severe or moderate visual impairment)
· Preventable causes are as high as 80% of the total global visual impairment burden
· Trachoma is the leading infectious cause of blindness
· About 90% of the world's visually impaired people live in developing countries
· Globally, uncorrected refractive errors are the main cause of visual impairment
· Cataracts are the leading cause of blindness


Media Contacts: B V Tejah; Communications Manager, IAPB; tejahb@iapb.org; +91 99496 97771
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