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IAPB WHO World Report on Vision Launch Pack

On 9 October 2019, ahead of World Sight Day, the WHO will launch its first World Report on Vision. 

The World Report on Vision seeks to generate greater awareness and increased political will and investment to strengthen eye care globally. The report sets out concrete proposals to address sigificant challenges in delivering eye care. Its key proposal is to integrate and scale up ‘people-centred eye care’, embedded in health systems and based on strong primary health care.

Peter Holland, CEO, IAPB: “It is unacceptable that more than a billion people are affected by treatable or avoidable sight loss. And this number is projected to balloon in the coming years—we need to act now. I congratulate the WHO and partners for launching this crucial document on the eve of World Sight Day. In the coming months, we will work with the WHO and IAPB member organisations to advocate for and deliver the World Report’s priorities across the world”.
This document provides IAPB’s key messages on the World Report on Vision, including the key findings and recommendations of report, IAPB’s press release and a social media and communications toolkit. 

The key findings of the Report: 
Global magnitude
· Globally more than 2.2 billion[footnoteRef:1] people have a vision impairment.  [1:  Accurate estimates of the total number of people globally with vision impairment cannot be calculated based on current available data. Nonetheless, it can be assumed with confidence that at least 2.2 billion people globally have a vision impairment or blindness. This figure takes into consideration those with near vision impairment due to presbyopia (1.8 billion), moderate to severe distance vision impairment or blindness due to unaddressed refractive error (123.7 million), cataract (65.2 million), age-related macular degeneration (10.4 million), glaucoma (6.9 million), corneal opacities (4.2 million), diabetic retinopathy (3 million), trachoma (2 million), and other causes (37.1 million).
] 

· Of those at least 1 billion[footnoteRef:2] people have a vision impairment that could have been prevented or has yet to be treated.  [2:  This number includes those with moderate or severe distance vision impairment or blindness due to unaddressed refractive error (123.7 million), cataract (65.2 million), glaucoma (6.9 million), corneal opacities (4.2 million), diabetic retinopathy (3 million), and trachoma (2 million) (16), as well as near vision impairment caused by unaddressed presbyopia (826 million).] 



One of the greatest challenges is that we still don’t know the magnitude of the problem. For the first time, the World Report on Vision begins to capture the global need - including the backlog of people who have yet to be helped, those whose needs have been met, for instance with glasses and contact lenses, and those who still need to interact with the health system and could benefit from rehabilitation.
Inequity in eye health
The burden of most eye conditions and vision impairment is not borne equally. It weighs more heavily on low- and middle-income countries, on rural communities, on older people, women, people with disabilities, ethnic minorities and indigenous populations. 
Increasing global demand
Global demand for eye care is set to triple by 2050[footnoteRef:3] because of population growth, ageing, and changes in lifestyle. This poses a considerable challenge to health systems. [3:  IAPB Vision Atlas http://atlas.iapb.org/news/avoidable-blindness-set-increase-future/ ] 

Universal Health Coverage and the Sustainable Development Goals
The World Report recognises that people-centred eye care can advance UHC (SDG3.8) and will be key to achieving SDG3 on good health and well-being, but eye health also has a significant impact on SDG1, SDG4, SDG5, SDG8 and SDG10 and SDG13.  
The Report recommendations: 
· Integration: The key proposal of the Report is to integrate and scale up eye care within national health services, based on strong primary health. Eye care needs to be part of overall health strategy – not planned separately or developed in parallel to overall health plans.
· Integrated people-centred eye care: Eye care needs to be ‘people-centred’ so services are managed and delivered so that people receive a continuum of promotive, preventive, treatment and rehabilitative interventions to address the full spectrum of eye conditions.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Data: We need to address the gaps in data, particularly regarding met and unmet eye care needs, so that we can plan services and monitor progress effectively. 
· Financial hardship: Protection against financial hardship involves ensuring that the costs of eye care do not expose the user to catastrophic spending on health.
· Coordination: There needs to be greater coordination of eye care across all sectors, including social services, finance, education, labour, and the private sector. 




IAPB Press Release
WHO Launches the World Report on Vision


Immediate release: The World Health Organization (WHO) and their partners from the eye health sector, including the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) and IAPB members, Sightsavers and The Fred Hollows Foundation, launched the much-anticipated World Report on Vision today, in Geneva. 
The World report offers clear proposals to address significant challenges in delivering eye care through existing health systems. It builds on the concerted efforts of the past thirty years to propose an integrated, people-centred eye care that strengthens health systems and meets population needs. The report also frames eye care delivery in the context of achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) and the Sustainable Development Goal 3 (“Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages”).
“It is unacceptable that more than a billion people are affected by treatable or avoidable sight loss. And this number is projected to balloon in the coming years—we need to act now”, said Peter Holland, CEO, IAPB. “I congratulate the WHO and partners for launching this crucial document on the eve of World Sight Day. In the coming months, we will work with the WHO and IAPB member organisations to advocate for and deliver the World Report’s priorities across the world”.
Globally more than 2.2 billion people have a vision impairment. Of those at least 1 billion people have a vision impairment that could have been prevented or has yet to be treated. As usual, this burden is not borne equally: it weighs heavily on people from low- and middle-income countries, women, older persons and those from ethnic minorities.
The World Report recognises that solutions must focus on integrated, people-centred eye care. It urges countries to protect their peoples from financial hardship resulting from accessing eye health, with greater cooperation between eye care and allied sectors like education, labour, social services and the private sector. 
Writing in the report, Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General, WHO, noted: “Clearly, we have no choice but to take on this challenge. It is time to make sure that as 




many people as possible in all countries can see as well as current health technologies and health systems allow”. 
IAPB’s advocacy team will be working with IAPB member organisations around the world to advocate for, and launch the World Report in many countries over the following months. Do write to advocacy@iapb.org for more information on launch schedules, advocacy and communications tool-kits and opportunities for partnerships and strategic cooperation.
Notes to Editors:
About IAPB
The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) is the membership alliance leading international efforts in eye health activities. IAPB’s mission is to achieve universal access to eye health by bringing together governments and NGOs to facilitate the planning, development and implementation of sustainable national eye care programmes. Please visit: www.iapb.org
World Sight Day
World Sight Day (WSD) is an annual day of awareness held on the second Thursday of October, to focus global attention on blindness and vision impairment. This year it is on 10 October 2019. This year too, the theme is ‘Universal Eye Health’, and the 'Call to Action' is “Vision First!”. http://www.iapb.org/wsd19 #VisionFirst!
Other IAPB Key facts
· 36 million people who are blind
· 217 million people with moderate or severe distance vision impairment 
· 1.1 billion people cannot see well as they lack spectacles
· Of those with blindness and MSVI, 124million people have uncorrected refractive errors and 65 million have cataract—more than 75% of all blindness and MSVI is avoidable 
· 253 million people blind or vision impaired (in 2015)
· The prevalence of blindness and vision impairment combined has dropped from 4.58% in 1990 to 3.37% in 2015
· 89% of vision impaired people live in low and middle-income countries
· 55% of moderate or severely vision impaired people are women






IAPB Communications Toolkit
WHO World Report on Vision

The World Health Organization (WHO) launches this crucial framework for eye health delivery on the eve of World Sight Day 2019

Hashtags and key accounts
· #VisionFirst! #UniversalHealthCoverage #HealthforAll #CHMM #UHC #WorldSightDay
· World Health Organization (@WHO); Dr Tedros, Director General WHO (@DrTedros); Etienne Krug @etiennekrug; IAPB (@IAPB1).
IAPB Social media messages
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	After much anticipation, ‘World Report on Vision’ is HERE! Read all about it—and download the report here: https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/

	(At the link)
	

	It is time to make sure that as many people as possible in all countries can see as well as current health technologies and health systems allow.” - @DrTedros 

Released today by the World Health Organization, the report sets out concrete proposals to address challenges in eye care. 

Learn more at: https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/
	LINK: https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/44353658181/in/album-72157696192554682/
	

	The much-anticipated World Report on Vision is out, this #WorldSightDay! 



“More than a billion people are effected by treatable or avoidable sight loss. And this number is projected to balloon in the coming years—we need to act now”, said Peter Holland, CEO, IAPB. Read more: https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/

	
	

	“Our hope is that, building on past efforts, we can successfully take on this challenge and help countries prevent eye conditions and vision impairment more effectively and provide quality eye care services.” - @DrTedros  

World Health Organization releases ‘World Report on Vision’. https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/
	LINK: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/43459282851/in/album-72157670529857088/
	

	We are excited to announce the release of ‘World Report on Vision’. 

This principal report, published by WHO, aims to galvanise actions required to address a multitude of eye care challenges. 

Download your copy today! https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/

	
	

	“Investing in vision offers a good return on investment” – WHO. The ‘World Report on Vision’ will help shape the global agenda on vision. Member States can use it to: 
1) reduce the burden of vision loss, 
2) improve the lives of people with vision impairment, and 
3) achieve the #SDGs.

	LINK: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/42442987305/in/album-72157696192554682/
	

	
FIVE actions from ‘World Report on Vision’: 
1. Make eye care an integral part of #UHC
2. Implement integrated people-centred eye care
3. Promote high-quality implementation and research 
4. Monitor trends and evaluate progress
5. Raise awareness, engage and empower people 

Learn more at: https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/

	
LINK: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/35489020330/in/album-72157685241314875/
	

	If you are a policy-maker, practitioner, public health specialist, researcher, academic, or work for a ministry of health, in civil society, or a development agency the ‘World Report on Vision’ is for you!

Download it NOW! https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/
	LINK:
https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/31370309258/in/album-72157696192554682
	

	World Health Organization releases the ‘World Report on Vision’!

A report that seeks to stimulate ACTION…because despite many successes, significant eye care challenges remain. 

Get your copy here: https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/
	LINK: https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/36320840031/in/album-72157685241314875/
	

	What is integrated, “people-centred” eye care? Can it help address the significant eye care challenges that many countries face?


‘World Report on Vision’ illustrates that people-centred eye care has the potential to accelerate action and create lasting impact.

Download your copy today https://www.iapb.org/news/who-launches-the-world-report-on-vision/
	https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/29705094545/in/album-72157676152876816/
	

	Health systems face unprecedented obstacles in meeting the current and projected eye care needs of the world’s population. There is no choice but to take on these challenges. 

‘World Report on Vision’ aims to galvanise the actions required.

Download your copy today.
	LINK: https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/48835302856/in/album-72157709648109562/
	

	‘World Report on Vision’ is a response to a call from eye care organisations globally for more effective collaboration and coordination to addressing eye care for all.

The World Report on Vision is available for download. 

	LINK: https://www.flickr.com/photos/iapb/48797263022/in/album-72157709648109562/
	







WHO Social Media Toolkit
World Report on Vision

· At least 2.2 billion people have vision impairment or blindness
· Over 1 billion could have been prevented or have still to be addressed: @WHO’s first ever World Report on Vision https://bit.ly/35gpK20 
· Ahead of #WorldSightDay on 10 October, @WHO launches its first World report on vision https://bit.ly/35gpK20 
· More than 1 billion people worldwide are living with vision impairment because they do not get the care they need for conditions like: 
👁️short and far sightedness
👁️glaucoma
👁️cataract
https://bit.ly/35gpK20 
· The burden of eye conditions and vision impairment is often far greater in:
🏞️People living in rural areas
🏚️People with low incomes
♀️ Women
👴🏽Older people
♿️People with disabilities
Ethnic minorities
Indigenous populations 
· The proportion of the population living with distance 👁️ impairment, such as near-sightedness, in many low- and middle-income regions is estimated to be 4X higher than in high-income regions https://bit.ly/35gpK20



· Low- and middle-income regions of western and eastern sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia have rates of blindness that are eight times higher than in all high-income countries https://bit.ly/35gpK20
· Rates of cataract and trachomatous trichiasis are higher among women, particularly in low- and middle-income countries https://bit.ly/35gpK20
· Some eye conditions are linked to lifestyle. For example, spending little time outdoor 🏞️ can lead to near-sightedness👓 https://bit.ly/35gpK20
· Diabetes can impact vision if not detected and treated. Most people with diabetes will have some form of retinopathy in their lifetimes. 
· Routine 👁️  checks and good diabetes control can protect people’s vision from this condition.
· Due to weak or poorly integrated 👁️ care services, many people lack access to routine checks that can detect conditions and lead to the delivery of appropriate preventive care or treatment
· People living with blindness and severe vision impairment who cannot be treated are still able to lead independent lives if they access rehabilitation services, such as optical magnifiers, Braille, smartphone wayfinders and orientation and mobility training with white canes
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