influence or inform operation of the SightFirst program and, in some cases, that of other global blindness
prevention efforts. SightFirst research projects evaluate existing approaches, identify and validate
innovative or improved program strategies, determine the eye care needs of a particular region or
population and/or assess the barriers to uptake of eye care services.

Research Objectives & Funding Priorities

SightFirst research grants of up to US$100,000 will be awarded to support an experienced individual,
institution, organization or consortium engaged in a public health research project to be completed in less
than 36 months.

The funding priorities for the 2022 SightFirst research grant program are as follows:

1. Cataract
1.1 Investigate the provision of high-quality cataract surgery and improvement post-operative
outcomes;
1.2 Evaluate the cost-effectiveness, efficacy and efficiency in training primary health workers
and community health workers in the identification and referral of cataract cases;

2. Uncorrected Refractive Error
2.1 Examine how to reduce and correct refractive errors as part of the provision of sustainable
comprehensive eye care services;
2.1 Analyze the effectiveness of different optical workshop models in the provision of
uncorrected refractive error services;
3. Rapid Assessments of Avoidable Blindness (RAABs)
3.1 Undertake first-time Rapid Assessment of Avoidable Blindness surveys (RAABs);
3.2 Conduct repeat RAABs in areas where RAABs were conducted at least five years ago;
4, Diabetic Retinopathy
4.1 Investigate and promote cooperation between diabetic retinopathy and diabetes mellitus
care providers to ensure the provision of patient-centered care;
4.2 Investigate barriers to compliance with diabetic retinopathy screening and management;
5. Protocol
5.1 Develop and field test a protocol, including questionnaires, that assesses the prevalence of




