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Nominee Statement: Bruce E. Spivey
Position: IAPB Group C Trustee

	Nominee Job Title

	
Vice President 

	Nominee Organisation

	
Ophthalmology Foundation 

	Nominating IAPB member organisation

	
International Centre for Eye Health (ICEH) 


	Nominated by

	
Dr. Fatima Kyari


	Nominating Statement

	
Joint Statement from Rainer Brockhaus and Fatima Kayari:

It is with great enthusiasm that we nominate Bruce Spivey for a position on the Board of Trustees of the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) from band C group of membership. With an extraordinary career spanning over six decades, Bruce brings unparalleled experience, leadership, and a deep commitment to global ophthalmology and blindness prevention. His vast expertise in medical education, organizational leadership, and international collaboration makes him an invaluable asset to the IAPB.

Bruce has dedicated his career to advancing eye health worldwide. His service as President of the International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) (2006-2014) and his tenure as Secretary General (1994-2006) reflect his steadfast commitment to global eye health. Under his leadership, the ICO played a pivotal role in shaping international ophthalmic education and capacity-building initiatives, directly contributing to the training of ophthalmologists in underserved regions. His previous experience on the IAPB Board (2004-2013 and 2023-2025) provides him with an intimate understanding of the organization’s mission and strategic priorities.

As a distinguished academic and educator, Bruce has held faculty and leadership positions at some of the world’s most respected medical institutions, including the University of Iowa, California Pacific Medical Center, and Northwestern University Medical School. His contributions have helped shape generations of ophthalmologists, particularly in resource-limited settings, furthering the IAPB’s mission to eliminate avoidable blindness.

In addition to his academic and medical expertise, Bruce has an impressive track record of executive leadership. He has served as President and CEO of several major healthcare systems, including California Healthcare System, Northwestern Healthcare Network, and Columbia Cornell Care. His experience overseeing complex healthcare organizations and nonprofit boards equips him with the strategic and financial acumen necessary for effective governance at IAPB. Moreover, his leadership on the boards of Helen Keller International, the Ophthalmology Foundation, and the Africa Eye Foundation demonstrates his commitment to international collaboration in blindness prevention.

Recognized globally for his contributions, Bruce has received more than 50 prestigious awards and honors. His thought leadership in ophthalmology and public health will be instrumental in guiding IAPB’s strategic initiatives, to advance global eye health.

With his visionary leadership, vast global network, and unwavering dedication to blindness prevention, Bruce will be an exceptional addition to the IAPB Board of Trustees. We wholeheartedly endorse his nomination and are confident that his expertise and passion will significantly contribute to the organization’s mission and impact.


	Seconded IAPB member organisation

	
CBM Christian Blind Mission

	Seconding by

	
Rainer Brockhaus

	Seconding Statement

	
Joint Statement from Rainer Brockhaus and Fatima Kayari:

It is with great enthusiasm that we nominate Bruce Spivy for a position on the Board of Trustees of the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) from band C group of membership. With an extraordinary career spanning over six decades, Bruce brings unparalleled experience, leadership, and a deep commitment to global ophthalmology and blindness prevention. His vast expertise in medical education, organizational leadership, and international collaboration makes him an invaluable asset to the IAPB.

Bruce has dedicated his career to advancing eye health worldwide. His service as President of the International Council of Ophthalmology (ICO) (2006-2014) and his tenure as Secretary General (1994-2006) reflect his steadfast commitment to global eye health. Under his leadership, the ICO played a pivotal role in shaping international ophthalmic education and capacity-building initiatives, directly contributing to the training of ophthalmologists in underserved regions. His previous experience on the IAPB Board (2004-2013 and 2023-2025) provides him with an intimate understanding of the organization’s mission and strategic priorities.

As a distinguished academic and educator, Bruce has held faculty and leadership positions at some of the world’s most respected medical institutions, including the University of Iowa, California Pacific Medical Center, and Northwestern University Medical School. His contributions have helped shape generations of ophthalmologists, particularly in resource-limited settings, furthering the IAPB’s mission to eliminate avoidable blindness.

In addition to his academic and medical expertise, Bruce has an impressive track record of executive leadership. He has served as President and CEO of several major healthcare systems, including California Healthcare System, Northwestern Healthcare Network, and Columbia Cornell Care. His experience overseeing complex healthcare organizations and nonprofit boards equips him with the strategic and financial acumen necessary for effective governance at IAPB. Moreover, his leadership on the boards of Helen Keller International, the Ophthalmology Foundation, and the Africa Eye Foundation demonstrates his commitment to international collaboration in blindness prevention.

Recognized globally for his contributions, Bruce has received more than 50 prestigious awards and honors. His thought leadership in ophthalmology and public health will be instrumental in guiding IAPB’s strategic initiatives, to advance global eye health.

With his visionary leadership, vast global network, and unwavering dedication to blindness prevention, Bruce will be an exceptional addition to the IAPB Board of Trustees. We wholeheartedly endorse his nomination and are confident that his expertise and passion will significantly contribute to the organization’s mission and impact.
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Click here for the statement.
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